
SAMPLE QUESTIONS FOR THE PROFICIENCY EXAM 

The Proficiency Exam consists of 5 parts: grammar, writing, reading, listening and speaking. 

Students need to obtain a score of 70/100 in order to pass. Below you can find sample questions 

and exercises for each section: 

LISTENING PART: 

1) Listen to the radio interview about improving your memory and answer the questions

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening/upper-intermediate-b2-

listening/how-improve-your-memory 

2) Listen to the radio programme and answer the questions:

 https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/new-inventions 

GRAMMAR PART: 

1) The man said he did not _____ to go by bus.

a) care for

b) bother about

c) mind having

d) much mind

e) chose

2) I wonder how housewives_____ with all the housework before the machines we have

today ........... 

a) had to cope/would have invented

b) should have coped/could invent

c) have been coping/had been invented

d) used to cope/were invented

e) would have coped/have been invented

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening/upper-intermediate-b2-listening/how-improve-your-memory
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening/upper-intermediate-b2-listening/how-improve-your-memory
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/new-inventions


“The	Mouse”	by	Saki
H.	H.	Munro	(1870–1916),	whose	pen	name	was	Saki,	wrote	many	short	stories
about	unusual	subjects	and	with	comic	twists.	This	passage,	adapted	from	Saki’s
short	story	“The	Mouse,”	is	no	exception.

READING PART: Read the text and answer the questions



As the train glided out of the station, Theodoric's nervous imagination brought 
up the image of a strange stable yard odor escaping from him. Fortunately, the 
only other occupant of the compartment, a lady of about the same age as himself, 1s 
was sleeping. The train was not due to stop till the terminal was reached, i11 about 
an hour's time. And yet the train had scarcely attained its normal speed before he 
became aware that he was not alone with the slumbering lady. He was not even 
alone in his own clothes. 

A warm, creeping movement over his flesh betrayed the unwelcome presence 20 

of a stray mouse, which had evidently dashed into his clothes while he was in the 
stable. Stamps and shakes and pinches failed to get rid of the mouse, and the lawful 
occupant of the clothes lay back against the cushions and endeavored rapidly to 
evolve some means for putting an end to the dual ownership. Nothing less drastic 
than partial undressing would ease him of his tormentor. But to undress in the 25 

presence of a lady was an idea that made his eartips tingle in a blush of shame. The 
mouse kept climbing up his leg, and then it would lose its footing and slip for half 
an inch or so. And then, in fright, or more probably temper, it bit. Theodoric was 
forced to undertake the most bold undertaking of his life. Keeping an agonized 
watch on his slumbering fellow traveler, he swiftly and noiselessly put the ends of 30 

his railway rug on the racks on either side of the carriage. 
In the narrow dressing room that he had thus improvised he proceeded to get 

himself partially and the mouse entirely from the pant leg. As the mouse gave a 
wild leap to the floor, the rug slipped down and the noise woke the sleeper. With 
a movement almost quicker than the mouse's, Theodoric jumped on the rug and 35 

hauled it chin-high over himself. The blood raced and beat in the veins of his neck 
and forehead, while he waited dumbly for the communication cord to be pulled. 
The lady, however, contented herself with a silent stare at her strangely muffied 
companion. How much had she seen, Theodoric queried to himself; and in any 
case, what on earth must she think of his present posture? The lady, however, just 40 

sat back and stared at him. 
"I think I have caught a chill,» he said to her desperately. 
"Really, I'm sorry," she replied. "I was just going to ask you if you would open 

this window." 
"I think it's malaria," he added, his teeth chattering slightly, as much from 45 

fright as from a desire to support his theory. 
"l suppose you caught it in the tropics?" 
Theodoric, whose acquaintance with the tropics was limited to an annual 

present of a chest of tea from an uncle in Ceylon, felt that even the malaria was 
slipping from him. Would it be possible, he wondered, to explain the real state so 
of affairs to her? 

''Are you afraid of mice?» he ventured, growing, if possible, more scarlet in the 
face. 

"Not unless they came in quantities. Why do you ask?" 
"I had one crawling i11side my clothes just now," said Theodoric in a voice that 55 

hardly seemed his own. "It was a most awkward situation." 



1. It	can	reasonably	be	inferred	that	Theodoric
(A)			travels	a	good	deal.
(B)			was	an	only	child.
(C)			was	protected	as	a	child.
(D)			enjoys	meeting	new	people.

2. Which	of	the	following	statements	best	describes	the	theme	of	the
passage?
(A)			People	learn	from	their	mistakes.
(B)			Traveling	allows	for	new	adventures.
(C)			Things	are	not	always	as	they	appear.
(D)			People	are	apt	to	do	odd	things	when	traveling.

3. The	event	that	most	significantly	affects	the	outcome	of	the	story	is
(A)			the	disclosure	that	the	companion	is	blind.
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(B)			the	rug	falling	to	the	floor.
(C)			Theodoric’s	removing	his	clothes.
(D)			Theodoric’s	being	bitten	by	the	mouse.

4.			It	can	reasonably	be	inferred	that	the	reason	Theodoric	tells	his	traveling
companion	he	has	malaria	(line	45)	is	to
(A)			amuse	himself	during	the	long	trip.
(B)			show	that	he	knows	a	lot	about	the	tropics.
(C)			make	it	appear	that	he	had	lived	in	the	tropics.
(D)			make	up	an	excuse	for	being	wrapped	up	in	a	rug.

5.			What	is	the	most	likely	reason	that	Theodoric	decided	to	put	his	clothes
back	on?
(A)			He	realized	the	rug	looked	silly	on	him.
(B)			He	thought	the	conductor	would	be	coming	shortly.
(C)			He	realized	he	would	have	to	get	off	the	train	in	a	little	while.
(D)			He	thought	he	should	straighten	up	for	the	sake	of	his	companion.

6.			The	situation	with	the	mouse	caused	Theodoric	to	become
(A)			more	observant	than	he	was	before.
(B)			more	forgiving	than	he	was	before.
(C)			more	reasonable	than	he	was	before.
(D)			more	daring	than	he	was	before.

7.			When	the	author	says	that	“the	lawful	occupant	of	the	clothes	lay	back
against	the	cushions	and	endeavored	rapidly	to	evolve	some	means	for
putting	an	end	to	the	dual	ownership”	(lines	22–24),	he	means	that
(A)			the	mouse	was	nesting	in	Theodoric’s	clothes.
(B)			Theodoric’s	clothes	were	borrowed.
(C)			Theodoric’s	clothes	were	old.
(D)			the	mouse	was	inside	Theodoric’s	clothes.

8.			Based	on	the	information	in	the	sixth	paragraph	(line	42),	Theodoric	tells
his	traveling	companion	that	he	has	a	chill	in	order	to
(A)			suggest	that	it	is	cold	on	the	train.
(B)			explain	why	he	is	covered	by	a	rug.



(C)			suggest	that	he	needs	her	help.
(D)			explain	why	he	is	fully	clothed.

9. Which	of	the	following	statements	best	describes	the	author’s	perspective
on	Theodoric	in	the	story?
(A)			He	finds	Theodoric	humorous.
(B)			He	thinks	Theodoric	is	overly	cynical.
(C)			He	believes	that	Theodoric	has	a	great	deal	of	potential.
(D)			He	worries	that	Theodoric	may	suffer	physically	because	of	his

nerves.

10. In	the	fifth	paragraph	(lines	32–41),	why	does	Theodoric	think	that	his
traveling	companion	will	pull	the	communication	cord?
(A)			He	thinks	that	she	wants	to	order	some	food.
(B)			He	is	worried	that	she	has	seen	him	without	his	clothes.
(C)			He	knows	that	she	is	blind	and	is	seeking	help.
(D)			He	wants	her	to	call	for	help.

11. Based	on	the	information	in	the	seventeenth	paragraph	(lines	63–69),	what
does	Theodoric	think	of	his	traveling	companion?
(A)			He	believes	that	she	is	not	well.
(B)			He	thinks	she	is	making	fun	of	him.
(C)			He	thinks	that	she	may	be	odd.
(D)			He	believes	that	she	wants	him	to	be	friendlier.

12. It	can	reasonably	be	inferred	that	the	author	waits	until	the	end	of	the	story
to	reveal	that	the	traveling	companion	is	blind	because	the	author
(A)			does	not	think	it	is	an	important	detail.
(B)			does	not	want	to	upset	the	reader	earlier.
(C)			wants	to	surprise	the	reader	with	the	information.
(D)			wants	to	make	the	reader	feel	compassion	for	the	companion.

13. The	tone	of	the	passage	is	best	described	as
(A)			bitter	and	acrid.
(B)			sarcastic.
(C)			tongue-in-cheek.



(D)			whimsical.

14.			The	probable	effect	that	the	words	of	his	traveling	companion	had	on
Theodoric	was	that	he	felt
(A)			betrayed.
(B)			relieved.
(C)			angered.
(D)			troubled.



WRITING PART: 

Write a well-organized essay choosing one of the topics below. You should write at 

least 250 words.

1. Argue for or against reducing the number of hours people work per week.

2. Argue for or against advertising on the internet.

3. Argue for or against a vegetarian diet.

SPEAKING PART: Answer the questions with as much fluency and  accuracy as possible 

1) Why did you choose to study English Language and Literature?

2) What is your definition of Literature?

3) How would achieving a proficiency in English affect your future?




